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of the commission of savants, and he has left Paris and
resigned the presidency. Napoleon has appointed in his
place, as president of the World's Congress of wise men
and inventors, his son, now some eight or ten years of age.
This Simmer thinks an insult or worse, and is disposed to
give the whole thing a rebuff. I shall be glad to have him,
but he will not attempt to move without first consulting
Seward, and that gentleman has his heart so much in the
interest of France, his friends are so engaged in the Exhibi-
tion, that he has held back this information and will set
himself earnestly at work to overpersuade Sumner, who, as
Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations, has
seen the dispatches. He may succeed. Sumner was, how-
ever, very earnest and pleased with his own idea of hitting
Louis Napoleon a blow.

March 26, Monday. Senator Doolittle called at my
house last evening on the subject of the Civil Rights Bill,
which it is now well understood, outside, will meet an
Executive veto. Doolittle has an'elaborate bill of his
own which he proposes to submit. Something, he thinks,
must be done. His bill is, perhaps, somewhat less offens-
ive than the one which has been passed by both houses,
but the whole thing is wrong and his plan has the same
objectionable machinery as the other. I frankly told
him that the kind of legislation proposed, and which
Congress was greedy to enact, was not in my view cor-
rect, was sapping the foundation of the government and
must be calamitous in its results. We went together to
Senator Morgan's and talked over the subject an hour or
more with him. ~

The President convened the Cabinet this A.M. at ten
and read his message returning the Civil Rights Bill with
his veto. Before reading it he desired the members to ex-
press their opinions. Seward said he had carefully studied
the bill and thought it might be well to pass a law declar-
ing negroes were citizens, because there had been some